Annex 9

Management activities in NATURA 2000

Scope of the proposed measures in NPAF 
	Categorisation
	No
	Types of Activities
	Measures
	Indicative scope of the measures

	Establishment of Natura 2000 sites
	1 
	Administration of the site selection

Process.
	
	

	
	2 
	Scientific studies/inventories for the identification of sites – surveys, inventories, mapping.
	М 1 - Complementary site designation to add terrestrial protected areas
	Conduction of scientific researches, including hiring of needed research staff, field studies, organizing and conducting of workshops, compilation of databases, filling of standard forms, etc. Preparation and issuance of orders designating new areas and / or change in the borders of existing areas of Natura 2000 network.

	
	
	
	М 2 - Complementary site identification and designation to add marine protected areas
	Conduction of scientific researches, including hiring of needed research staff, field studies, organizing and conducting of workshops, compilation of databases, filling of standard forms, etc. Studies of species and habitats in marine NATURA 2000 areas, defining and mapping of conservation status, including development and implementation of methodologies to determine the conservation status of species and habitats in the marine areas of Natura 2000.

	
	3 
	Preparation of initial information and publicity material.
	М 3 – Work with stakeholders in support of the implementation of М 1 and М 2
	Preparation of training manuals, seminars, workshops, preparation of training materials and other tools for capacity building.[image: image1.wmf]

	
	4
	Pilot projects
	
	

	Management planning
	5
	Preparation of management plans, strategies and schemes (including scientific studies and investigations needed for planning and implementation


	М 16 – Development/ update/ harmonization of plans and other strategic documents
	· Elaboration and / or updating of management plans and other relevant documents as land use plans, etc. (including research studies needed for the planning and implementation of knowledge based plans);

· Harmonization of planning / strategic documents relevant to the same territory, for example:
· Harmonization of forest management plans with the requirements of the regimes applicable to the forest habitats in protected areas , etc.;

· Implementation of innovative methods for joint management in accordance with modern principles of biosphere parks and reserves (BR) and parks according to the Seville Strategy for BR under UNESCO program "Man and Biosphere";

· Explore the possibilities of combining target Natura 2000 areas with the requirements of the Seville Strategy for Biosphere Reserves and possibly preparing nominations for declaring them as biosphere reserves under the program "Man and Biosphere".

	
	
	
	М 17 – Support for development and management of ecosystems and ecosystem services
	· Development of methodology for assessment of ecosystems and their services , valuation of ecosystem services and their concept of sustainable and socially affordable management;

· Inventory , assessment and valuation of ecosystem services;

· Evaluation of the economic value of these services and development a scheme for paid use of ecosystem services from protected areas Natura 2000 , including promotion of their integration in the accounting and reporting system ;

· Development of a monitoring program of ecosystems and criteria for prioritization;

· Summary of the data at national level and reporting to the EC.

	
	
	
	М 18 – Development of a uniform mapping platform to include the area of protected areas within NATURA 2000
	· Correlation and accordance between  MRP (map of the restored property) , CM (cadastral map) and " physical blocks ";

· Mapping of the borders of protected areas of NATURA 2000 and the applicable relevant  regimes in MRP and CP;

· Creating a database and making interactive map of land use with sync use for all interested institutions.

· Development of complex forest cadastre to improve information assurance processes related to the planning and management of forest areas in the Natura 2000 network (eg % deadwood data for non-timber forest species typical of habitats , etc.). . Creating a unified web- based system for public access to the full database ;

· Mapping of the existing green infrastructure and analysis of the objects of the green infrastructure;  Creation and management of an unified database for tourist services, natural attractions and sites of cultural heritage in the protected areas of NATURA 2000

	
	
	
	М 19 - Ensuring sustainable planning of activities within NATURA 2000 protected areas
	· Аnalysis of the effectiveness of the activities on biodiversity conservation and maintenance of the favorable conservation status of habitats and species;

· Study on the need to develop and maintain a system to preserve genetic resources of plant species forming natural habitats in unfavorable conservation status;

· Evaluation of the effectiveness of the Regimes for sustainable forest management in Natura 2000, approved by the National council for biodiversity (NCB) and approved for application by an order of the chief of the Implementing Forest Agency (IFA), incl. their update;

· Development of a plan for prevention of the fragmentation of forest habitats.

	
	
	
	М 20 – Development/update of action plans for priority species
	· Gathering of additional information necessary for the preparation / updating of action plans for individual target species according to priorities F1 and F2 of NPAF (eg, mapping , inventory and assessment of the condition of rocks and rock formations in Natura 2000 habitat as sites for petrophilic nesting birds , etc. . )

· Development / updating of action plans for priority species under F1 and F2 of NPAF and other species included in the EU nature conservation legislation identified as threatened or priority at European level.

	
	
	
	М 21 – Support for sustainable use of game bird species listed in Annex 2 of the Biological Diversity Act and for conservation of non-game species
	Development, adoption and implementation of National Strategy for the development of hunting reserves in Natura 2000 with a view to the sustainable use of hunting birds under Annex 2 of the Biodiversity Act and conservation non-hunting species.

	
	
	
	М 22 – Curbing anthropogenic water pollution
	Implementation of the measures of the National Action Plan for the conservation of the most important wetlands in Bulgaria, including:

· limiting the pollution in wetlands ( Srebarna, complex Ropotamo Atanasovsko Lake, Durankulak Lake, Lake  Shabla, Pomorie Lake, Vaya Lake, Mandra dam, Ovcharitsa dam,  Glava Panega spring water source (PA Karlukovo) Choklyovo swamp. Chengene skele,  Veleka - Silistar , Seven Rila Lakes, Hadzi Dimitrovo fish breeding sites (pools). Zvanichevo, costal area of Kaliakra Tiulenovo, Balata , Kamchia)

· restricting the flow of nutrients and limitation of the succession processes (Durankulak Lake, Shabla Lake, Mandra Dam, Ovcharitsa Dam)

	
	
	
	М 23 – Impact assessment of climate change on target species and natural habitats
	· Overcoming of existing gaps in the scientific information on wetlands through cconduction of target studies of species and habitats; 
· Target studies of biotic and abiotic components of natural ecosystems in wetlands, incl. assessment of the impact of climate changes; 

· Assessment of the impacts of climate changes on the conservation status of priority species and habitats.

	
	
	
	М 24 – Planning the development of green tourism in and around NATURA 2000 areas
	· Prioritization and identification of protected areas NATURA 2000 with potential opportunities for development of green tourism in order to develop programs for green tourism; 

· Analysis of tourism resources and opportunities for development of green forms of tourism; 

· Preparation of specific assessments for reducing the impact of tourism infrastructure and / or activities on the conservation status of species and habitats; 

· Development of indicators for monitoring and assessment of the impact in the management of green tourism in and around protected areas of NATURA 2000;
· Development/updating of plans for the development of green tourism in Natura 2000 sites, incl. plans for limitation of the damaging effects of tourism and sports practices (eg off-road driving, speleo, rock climbing, fishing, etc.); plans for risk management of tourist activities, etc. 
· Development of plans for tourist infrastructure in order to diversify the opportunities for green tourism as well as to  limit in the same time the possible negative impacts on protected areas of NATURA 2000.



	
	6
	Establishment of management bodies
	М 25 – Development of a management approach for protected areas within NATURA 2000
	Elaboration of analyses and conduction of studies supporting / justifying the selection of a management approach for PAs in NATURA 2000; Analysis of the effectiveness of existing legal and regulatory framework determining the changes to the purposes, methods of use and ownership of the protected areas in NATURA 2000 and recommendations for its improvement (including changes of purposes of use, methods of use and ownership of territories). Elaboration of assessment of the capacity of the stakeholders to implement management activities, incl. control on the execution of projects and activities/initiatives financed by EU,  options for distribution of management functions in the management of the protected areas. Selection of stakeholders' representatives to be engage in the management of protected areas of Natura 2000 and preparation of recommendations for development and capacity building and provision of resources for the management of the protected areas.

	
	
	
	М 26 – Application of a management approach for protected areas within NATURA 2000
	Development of rules, procedures and regulations for the sustainable management of protected areas of Natura 2000 for the management bodies and administrations of the PAs and start-up financing of the expenditures of these bodies including personnel costs, travel expenses, etc. (equipment will be provided within the priority "Technical Assistance").

	
	7
	Consultation – public meetings, liaison with landowners
	М 27 - Association of land/forest owners/ users for joint activities
	Associating of owners/users/operators of lands/forests for joint activities aiming to develop and implement best practices, cooperation with similar organizations in Europe, development of joint positions, negotiations etc.

	
	
	
	М 28 - Association of water body owners/ users for joint activities
	Associating of owners/users/operators of water bodies for joint activities aiming to develop and implement best practices, cooperation with similar organizations in Europe, development of joint positions, negotiations etc.

	
	
	
	М 29 – Development of coordination mechanisms regarding the management of protected areas within NATURA 2000
	Improvement of the coordination process between stakeholders and other institutions  related to management of protected areas of NATURA 2000 through development and implementation of coordination mechanisms and joint work. The measure also cover the costs for organization seminars and workshops, publication of results of discussions, support for stakeholder coordination activities (travel, meetings, workshops). 

	
	
	
	М 30 - Improvement and development of public consultation mechanisms
	Improvement and development of mechanisms for public consultation, including establishment of new forms of effective participation of stakeholders in the process of planning and implementation of documents for national, regional and local sustainable management of protected areas of  NATURA 2000.


	
	
	
	М 31 - Planning and conducting regional awareness-raising campaigns about NATURA 2000
	Planning and conduction of regional public awareness campaigns for Natura 2000 by environmental advisers at Regional Information Centre (RIC). The measure includes regional information campaigns aiming to achieve initial information of stakeholders’ representatives. Campaigns should be in accordance with the specific information needs identified in each region and the existing attitudes. The masure could also support activities related to the planning and implementation of specific information methods: seminars, meetings, discussions, round tables, activities media relations at local level, all kinds of events leading to higher awareness and easier understanding of basic information about Natura 2000 in the regions; activities related to the analyses and the effects of the conducted campaigns.Could support activities related to the planning and implementation of specific information methods: seminars, meetings, discussions, round tables, activities media relations at the local level, all kinds of events leading to higher availability and easier absorption basic information about Natura 2000 in the regions; activities related to the analysis and the effect of the campaign.


	
	
	
	М 32 - Planning and conducting national information campaigns for presentation of the opportunities (benefits) of the NATURA 2000 network
	Planning and implementation of national information campaigns to promote the opportunities (benefits) provided by Natura 2000 network. Deeper information process, planning and implementation of three consecutive national public awareness campaigns which will increase the effect of the foreseen regional public awareness campaigns through the environmental advisers. Activities in this measure focus on point the attention of the stakeholders on the opportunities provided by Natura 2000 within the country.

	
	
	
	М 33 - Planning and conducting follow-up information campaigns targeting stakeholders 
	Planning and implementation of supporting information campaigns for the stakeholders aiming to keep their interest on the topic of "Natura 2000", organization and implementation of 25 regional supporting campaigns. For the duration of NICS campaigns on specific topics that have supporting character will be also implemented. The indicative scope of the measure includes studies of information needs, organization of communication events, and implementation of media relations activities.

	
	
	
	М 34 - Organising and conducting an annual national/ international forum on topical issues related to NATURA 2000
	Organization of annual national / international forums on topics related to Natura 2000. The event should meet the needs for current information and expertise of the active audiences with high degree of awareness of Natura 2000 and sustainable interest in the topic.  The measure includes technical, organizational, logistical, and thematic and visual provisioning of the annual forum; creation of promotional and information materials for the purposes of the forum; PR activities directly related to its promotion. The forum should ensure the opportunities for extensive discussion on various aspects of policies relating to Natura 2000 as well as the generation of ideas and proposals for flexible adaptation NICS to the development of the external environment.

	
	
	
	М 35 - Organising and conducting an annual national competition for nomination of best projects with contribution to NATURA 2000
	Organization and conducting of an annual national competition for the nomination of the best projects contributing to Natura 2000; The measure includes the creation of  application form, promotion of the competition, evaluation of the received applications, selection of nominated projects, organization of an annual awards ceremony in different categories of projects.

	
	
	
	М 36 - Organising and conducting meetings of the Monitoring Committee of NPAF and NICS
	Organizing and conducting meetings of the Monitoring Committee of NPAF and NICS. The measure is supportive for the process of managing and NPAF and NICS and has technical and logistical nature. The indicative scope of the measure includes organization of meetings of the Monitoring Committee of NPAF and NICS, providing of information for the decision-making process, technical support of meetings, preparation of reports, statements etc. or other documents related to the work of the Committee. Preparation and printing of materials for the meetings.

	
	
	
	М 37 – Support for partnership in the management of NATURA 2000 protected areas
	Establishment and functioning of joint cross-border committees and working groups for the management of cross-border protected areas and complexes. Implementation of joint projects and initiatives related to the management of protected areas of Natura 2000 network.

	
	
	
	М 4  –  Development of a programme for consultations to private land/ forest owners or users to introduce NATURA-2000-management-specific practices
	Preparation and implementation of pilot projects for the areas of the Natura 2000 network, namely preparation and implementation of a consulting program.

	
	
	
	М 5 – Development of a programme for consultations to private owners/users of water sites to introduce NATURA-2000-management-specific practices
	Preparation and implementation of pilot projects for the areas of the Natura 2000 network, namely preparation and implementation of a consulting program.

	
	8
	Review of management plans, strategies and schemes
	
	

	
	9
	Running costs of management bodies (maintenance of buildings and equipment)
	М 38 - Overheads for management bodies
	Ensuring the management of protected areas NATURA 2000 by funding running costs for maintenance of infrastructure, supplies, travel expenses, rent, etc. for the management bodies excluding the current personnel costs.

	
	10
	Maintenance of facilities for public access and use of the sites, interpretation, observatories
	М 39 –  Building and/or maintenance of facilities for public access to or around protected NATURA 2000 areas




	· Assessment of the facilities for public access to and around Natura 2000 areas and identification of the needs to improve and develop the facilities in accordance with the management plans of the protected areas and/or other relevant documents; 
· Construction or/and maintenance  of facilities for public access to and around Natura 2000 areas and identification of tne needs for improvement and development of these facilities  in accordance with the  management plans of the protected areas and the other relevant documents;
· Construction and/or maintenance of infrastructure for public access and use, promotion the development of green forms of tourism (eg infrastructure increasing cultural and entertaining value of the sites, such as marking trails/signs,  observation platforms and visitor centers) in accordance with the management plans of the protected areas or other relevant documents;

· Development of maps, guides, software applications for green tourism in protected areas of NATURA 2000.

	
	11
	Staff (conservation/project officers,wardens/rangers, workers)
	М 40 - Running costs for staff in management bodies
	Financing of ongoing staff cost for the management bodies.

	
	
	
	М 41 - Support for green job creation as part of the management of protected areas.
	· Pilot projects for green enployment to support new and existing businesses implementing measures of management plans of protected areas or other relevant documents;

· Support for job creation and/or support to new and existing businesses related to the implementation of management plans for protected areas or other relevant documents and/or environmentally friendly manufacturing products or providing services with positive environmental impact; support for job creation in order to limit the unregulated hunting and fishing and gathering of wild animals for trade or other purposes and movement, including poaching.

	
	
	
	М 42 – Support in the form of funding for setting up and equipping local volunteer groups
	Funding for the establishment and equipment of local volunteers’ groups in order to limit the negative impact (vandalism, natural disasters, etc.) on the conservation status of species and habitats.

	Ongoing habitat management
and monitoring
	12
	Conservation management measures – maintenance and improvement of habitats’ favourable conservation status
	М 43 -  Improvement of the structure and the functions of the forest habitats
	· Implementation of silvicultural systems with long regeneration period for the formation of heterogeneous spatial structure of forest stands;

· Perform cultivation events for the formation of an optimal composition of forest stands;

· Identification and preservation of old age phase forests  and islands of old age;

· Management of deadwood;

· Transformation of coppice forests in seed transformation forests;

· Saving and tolerating valuable and sustainable forms of rare and endangered tree species and forms;

· Maintenance of biological and landscape diversity;
· Increase the area of ​​forest habitats and reintroduction of species (including afforestation of  indigenous species);

· Remove negative impacts or practices hindering natural regeneration of forests (including disturbance of the normal humidity conditions of habitats, forest degradation and deforestation due to intensive grazing, erosion and forest fires, changes in land use);

· Creation of test sites for the adaptation of forest species, including test sites for monitoring (assessment of what types of forest ecosystems may displace existing forest ecosystems and how this would affect the particular new and old species).

	
	
	
	М 44 -  [image: image2.wmf] Improvement of the structure and functions of farmland natural habitats
	· Recovery of open grassland associations by reintroduction of the typical diversity of species;
· Management of degraded agricultural lands through biological recultivation with typical grass and implementation of erosion control measures and techniques for soil treatment.

	
	
	
	М 45 -  Improvement of the structure and functions of coastal and marine natural habitats.
	Maintainance and improvement of the conservation status of coastal and marine ecosystems, including recovery, providing wildlife corridors, management of specific natural habitats.

	
	
	
	М 46 – Improvement of the structure and functions of wetland natural habitats
	Maintainance and improvement of the conservation status of wetlands ecosystems, including recovery, providing wildlife corridors, management of specific natural habitats.

	
	13
	Conservation management measures – maintenance and improvement of species’ favourable conservation status
	М 47 – Improvement of the conservation status of the species inhabiting farm and forest ecosystems
	· Conservation management activities to maintain and improve the conservation status of species' habitats, including restoration, provision of wildlife corridors, management of specific species (plant and animal), preparation of action plans, etc.;

· Direct conservation activities for species subject to conservation in protected areas (unproductive investments): birdhouses and artificial nests, perches, buffer strips of native plant species, individual and groups of trees of native species, grass,  passages for fishes, protective equipment for birds against surges in power lines, small point objects, etc.);
· Recovery of threatened species and reintroduction into their natural habitats.

	
	
	
	М 48 – Improvement in the conservation status of the species living in coastal and marine ecosystems
	Conservation management measures - maintainance and improvement of the conservation status of species, including recovery, providing wildlife corridors, management of specific species (plant and animal), preparation of action plans etc.

	
	
	
	М 49 – Improvement in the conservation status of the species living in wetland ecosystems
	· Conservation management measures - maintainance and improvement of the conservation status of species, including recovery, providing wildlife corridors, management of specific species (plant and animal), preparation of action plans etc.;

· Restoration of the natural vegetation of wetlands; 
· Implementation of measures to reduce the flow of nutrients and limit the succession processes.

	
	14
	Conservation management measures in relation to invasive alien species (IAS)
	М 50 - Development of action plans for invasive species
	Preparation of action plans for invasive species, incl. national inventory of invasive species that change, affect or threaten the ecological characteristics of the protected areas of Natura 2000 network.

	
	
	
	М 51 – Invasive species management
	· Implementation of various management practices aiming to reduce the impact of invasive species, incl. Control on the populations of invasive alien species in the Natura 2000 sites; 

· Exchange of information on cross-border, regional and interregional levels on specific issues and measures concerning the impact of climate changes on species and ecosystems, and particularly on the invasive species; 

· Establishment and financing of economic mechanisms in order to cope with/remove the invasive species.

	
	15
	Implementation of management schemes and agreements with owners and managers of land or water to follow particular prescriptions.
	М 52 – Support for implementation of agroecological measures
	Implementation of agri-environmental measures, eg. environmentally friendly production methods, habitat restoration on agricultural land, extensive farming, preservation of meadows etc.

	
	
	
	М 53 - Support for implementation of forest-ecology measures
	Implementation of forest-environmental activities, eg. Setting areas without economic intervention, maintainance of sufficient amount of deadwood of different origin and type, control on eradication of invasive species, afforestation or reforestation with native species, measures to encourage natural regeneration of forest habitats, preservation of valuable and rare species, etc.

	
	
	
	М 54 – Support for integration activities for the introduction of sustainable practices in agriculture and forestry
	Implementation of integration activities for sustainable practices in agriculture and forestry within Important Bird Areas by maintaning the constructed facilities for watering, shelters for animals,  facilities for feeding wild animals, etc.

	
	
	
	М 55 – Support for introduction and implementation of environmentally-friendly forestry practices in the forests within NATURA 2000
	Introduction and implementation of environmentally friendly forestry practices in the forests of the Natura 2000 network (including silvicultural systems with long regeneration period for the formation of heterogeneous spatial structure of forest stands, making cultivation events for the formation of an optimal composition of forest stands, identification and preservation of forests in phase of age and islands of old age trees, deadwood management, preservation and support of valuable and sustainable forms of rare and endangered tree species and forms, maintaining biological and landscape diversity), incl. forest certification.

	
	
	
	М 56 – Compensation payments to owners/ users of land/ forests falling within the boundaries of NATURA 2000 protected areas
	· Payments for natural restrictions to farmers in mountain areas; 

· Payments for natural restrictions to farmers in areas, different  than mountain; 

· Natura 2000 payments and payments linked to Directive 2000/60/EC (WFD) - for agricultural land; 
· Natura 2000 payments for forests

	
	
	
	М 57 – Other measures for support of owners/ users of land/ forests falling within the boundaries of NATURA 2000 protected areas
	· Activities for first afforestation of non-agricultural land to restore valuable forest habitats;

· Provision of  technical support of the agricultural farms for the soil treatment;

· Encouragement of extensive grazing of livestock;

· Planning and implementation of alternative methods for growing crops  to replacing the agricultural biocides, hormones, chemicals, etc.;

· Support for  the conversion to organic farming and forestry, incl. production of traditional crops and local breeds;

· Promotion of public-private partnerships for the implementation of measures for sustainable management of land and forests.

	
	
	
	М 58 – Support for groups of producers introducing biodiversity enhancement measures
	· Supporting producer groups implementing measures to increase agrobiodiversity at farm level and regional level, incl. monitoring, dissemination of best practices, creation of new or maintainance of existing buffer strips / areas bordering water bodies, cultivation of disappearing native species (eg spelled, sesame, potatoes, fruit, etc.);
· Promotion of producers' groups of organic and traditional local products and food;

· Development of networks and distribution channels for organic and traditional foods and local products in Bulgaria.

	
	
	
	М 59 - Support for implementation of aqua-ecology measures
	Support for the implementation of aqua-environmental measures, eg. maintenance of natural habitats in the areas of aquaculture, etc. (applicable mainly to aquacultures than to fish farming in protected areas of  Natura 2000 network)

	
	16
	Provision of services: compensation for rights foregone and loss of income and developing acceptability ‘liaison’ with neighbors
	М 60 - Compensation/ remedying damages caused by NATURA 2000 species
	Compensations, eg. compensations of farmers and foresters and other landowners or users for the losses as a result of application of management prescriptions and requirements for Natura 2000 areas, eg. loss of harvest caused by protected species, including birds, compensations for the loss of revenue due to limited use of fertilizers and pesticides, to the extent required by the management plans of the protected area or other relevant documents etc.

	
	17
	Monitoring and surveying
	М 61 - One-off expenditure related to monitoring and research
	One-off costs related to monitoring and research, for example. Development of monitoring plans, methods and equipment, trainings of personnel; Planning and development of a monitoring component to assess the state of the elements of green infrastructure.

	
	
	
	M 62 - Analysis and research of species and habitats subject to reporting under Art. 17 of the Habitats Directive and Art. 12 of the Birds Directive in the land part of the country, assessments of the state of the elements of green infrastructure
	· Analyses and researches of species and habitats in the terrestrial part of the country in order to ensure the reporting under Art. 17 of the Habitats Directive and Art. 12 of the Birds Directive, including the development of different methodologies and pilot monitoring schemes and their approbation, evaluation of results, incl. cost-benefit analysis. In particular as priority should be set species with a hidden way of life, and species and habitats that are not subject to modeling;

· Assessment of the state of the elements of the green infrastructure in the terrestrial part of Natura 2000 network

	
	
	
	М 63 - Analysis and research of species and habitats subject to reporting under Art. 17 of the Habitats Directive and Art. 12 of the Birds Directive  in marine and coastal areas, assessments of the state of the elements of green infrastructure
	· Analyses and researches of species and habitats in the costal and marine part of Natura 2000 in order to ensure the reporting under Art. 17 of the Habitats Directive and Art. 12 of the Birds Directive, including the development of different methodologies and pilot monitoring schemes and their approbation, evaluation of results, incl. cost-benefit analysis;

· Assessment of the state of the elements of the green infrastructure in the costal and marine part of Natura 2000 network.

	
	
	
	М 64 – Preparation of and undertaking monitoring, evaluation and reporting on the implementation of NICS and NPAF
	Preparation and implementation of monitoring, evaluation and reporting  of the performance of NPAF and NICS - Preparation and implementation of monitoring, evaluation and progress reporting of NPAF and NICS incl. development of tools for management, monitoring, evaluation and reporting of the implementation of NPAF and NICS.

	
	
	
	М 65 – Monitoring of the status of ecosystems
	Implementation of a program for monitoring and evaluation of the status, structure and functions of the ecosystems within Natura 2000 network.

	
	
	
	М 66 – Monitoring of the status of surface water and groundwater
	Implementation of activities to maintain the quality of surface and groundwaters, as a factor for biodiversity conservation.

	
	
	
	М 67 – On-going monitoring of the tourist flow
	Implemenation of ongoing monitoring of the tourist flows.

	
	
	
	М 68 – Assessment of the impact of tourism on the status of ecosystems within NATURA 2000 areas
	Study and assessment of the impact of tourism on the conservation status of the ecosystems.

	
	18
	Risk management (fire prevention and control, flooding etc)
	М 69 - Development of fire protection and fire risk management plans
	· Preparation of fire protection plans, development of the infrastructure and provision of equipment; 

· Provision of the necessary technical equipment for monitoring and immediate extinguishing of forest fires;
· Prevention of fires in the protected areas of Natura 2000 by introduction of early warning systems.

	
	
	
	М 70 - Development of flood protection plans, development of relevant infrastructure and equipment provision
	· Completion and/or optimization of networks for monitoring of the quantity of surface and groundwater and monitoring of the chemical status of groundwater; 

· Establishment of National Centre for Water Management in real time providing the necessary information for water management as well as early warning of floods and drought.

	
	
	
	М 71 - Flood risk management
	· Implementation of ecosystem-based solutions of managing flood risk (eg restoration of floodplains, improving retention of water in different regions, etc.) 

· Biological embankment (green infrastructure), where necessary, to prevent the risk of flooding; 

· Supporting the restoration of wetlands for protection against floods and establishment of a network of protected areas, eg. this along the Danube known as DANUBEPARKS.

	
	19
	Site surveillance
	М 72 - Surveillance, wardening and patrol activities.
	· Ongoing surveillance, wardening and patrol activities, funding for personnel, supplies, travel costs etc. costs for surveillance, wardening and patrol operations, including control harmful recreational activities, control of harmful business practices and fire protection; 

· Systematization and management of the collected information; 

· Improvement of the use of regulatory instruments to reduce sources of pollution from agriculture and forestry.

	
	20
	Provision of information and publicity material
	М 73 - Development of ICT applications to assist the management of protected areas within the NATURA 2000 network
	· Development of ICT-based applications for e-government facilitating the management of protected areas of NATURA 2000; 

· Development of ICT applications to promote learning opportunities and opportunities for planning and implementation of investment projects based on the development of green infrastructure; 

· Establishment of a mechanism for the exchange of information between stakeholders (entrepreneurs, national and local authorities, NGOs and their associations) in the field of sustainable tourism in Natura 2000 areas.

	
	
	
	М 74 - Set-up, organisation and operation of a virtual office for liaising with the media for on-going information provision to the public on all NATURA-2000-related topics
	Establishment, organization and functioning of virtual media office for media relations in order to ensure the current public information on all topics related to Natura 2000.

The measure includes technical support, work processes organization and trainings of personnel who will carry out  permanent media relations activities and news production as well as different type of information  in comprehensive form in accordance with the needs of the target  publics. The unit is expected to operate in a virtual environment.

	
	
	
	М 75 - Development of a set of instruments for information provision for the purposes of NPAF and NICS implementation
	Development of tools providing information for the implementation of NPAF and NICS.

· Development of an Internet platform for Natura 2000;
· Development of visual identification of NICS as an additional element to the information and publicity requirements for all projects related to the implementation of the measures NICS;

· Development of design and printing of promotional materials (brochures, catalogs, calendars, posters, banners, etc.) for NATURA 2000 for the purposes of implementing NICS;

· Development of design and printing of specialized printed information materials (information leaflets, newsletters, manuals, collections of best practices);

· Development of concept and production of audiovisual products (films and TV spots for  the purposes of NICS).

	
	
	
	М 76 - Organising and conducting campaigns for promoting the project-funding opportunities related to NATURA 2000, as funded through Operational Programme "Environment".
	Organization of campaigns to promote funding opportunities for projects related to Natura 2000, financed by OPE. 
Organization of information days and/or other events at regional level to promote funding opportunities for activities related to Natura 2000 eligible for funding under OPE.

	
	
	
	М 77 - Organising and conducting campaigns for promoting the project-funding opportunities related to NATURA 2000, as funded through the Rural Development Programme
	Organization and implementation  of campaigns to promote funding opportunities for projects related to Natura 2000 eligible for funding under RDP

	
	
	
	М 78 - Organising and conducting campaigns for promoting the project funding opportunities related to NATURA 2000, as funded through the Programme for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
	Organization and implementation  of campaigns to promote funding opportunities for projects related to Natura 2000 eligible for funding under PMAF.

	
	
	
	М 79 - Organising and conducting campaigns for promoting the project-funding opportunities related to NATURA 2000, as funded through Operational Programme "Good Governance"
	Organization and implementation  of campaigns to promote funding opportunities for projects related to Natura 2000 eligible for funding under OPGG.

	
	
	
	М 80 - Organising and conducting campaigns for promoting the project-funding opportunities related to NATURA 2000, as funded through Operational Programme "Human Resources Development"
	Organization and implementation  of campaigns to promote funding opportunities for projects related to Natura 2000 eligible for funding under OPDHR.

	
	
	
	М 81 - Organising and conducting campaigns for promoting the project-funding opportunities related to NATURA 2000, as funded through cross-border cooperation programmes
	Organization and implementation  of campaigns to promote funding opportunities for projects related to Natura 2000 under cross-border and territorial cooperation.

	
	
	
	М 113 - Organising and conducting campaigns for promoting the project-funding opportunities related to NATURA 2000, as funded through Operational Programme "Regions of growth"
	Organization and implementation of campaigns to promote funding opportunities for projects inc. Indirectly related to Natura 2000 eligible for funding under OPRG.

	
	
	
	М 15 - Organisation and conducting innovative environmental events
	Organization and implementation/conduction of attractive, innovative forms of events at local and/or national level, including festivals, parades, scientific or creative competitions, cultural and art practices, etc., aiming to ensure broad public support and strengthening of the public interest to Natura 2000.

	
	21
	Training and education
	М 82 - Enhancing the capacity of stakeholder to plan and program the development and management of the NATURA 2000 network
	Improvement the stakeholders’capacity for planning and programming the development and management of the Natura 2000 network.

The measure includes planning and conducting of specialized training courses relevant to the planning and programming activities in connection with the management and the development of Natura 2000 (incl. elaboration of training programs and materials for specific trainings, according to the target group; technical and logistic support of the trainings; evaluation of the effectiveness of the trainings; ensuring trainers/lecturers.

	
	
	
	М 83 - Development of the capacity, knowledge and skills of stakeholders for communication and involvement in achieving the NATURA 2000 objectives and targets
	Development of the capacity, knowledge and skills of the stakeholders to communicate and participate in the achievement of Natura 2000 goals; monitoring, evaluation and reporting of activities directly or indirectly related to Natura 2000; effective implementation of strategic documents and application of the European and national legislation related to Natura 2000 in the projects implementation; introduction of management practices for environmentally friendly economic/business development. The measure includes planning and conducting of trainings for stakeholders in connection with the management and the development of Natura 2000 (incl. elaboration of training programs and materials, according to the target group; technical and logistic support of the trainings; evaluation of the effectiveness of the trainings; ensuring trainers/lecturers).

	
	
	
	М 84 - Exchange of experience and good practice related to NATURA 2000 under projects funded through various programmes implemented during the 2014 -2020 period
	The measure includes the exchange of experience and practices through the organization of study visits in the cross-border regions, roundtables, discussions, work-shops and other events, and the preparation and printing of materials related thereto; logistics and technical support of the planned forms of exchange, funded under different programs operating in the programming period 2014-2020.

	
	
	
	М 85 - Development and implementation of ecological education/training programmes for pupils and students focused on NATURA 2000
	The measure is related to the development of specialized courses, tutorials, extracurricular activities dedicated to Natura 2000; teachers’ trainings; trainings and interactive forms for information and knowledge exchange with students from different disciplines on topics concerning the biodiversity and the ecological status of the region.

	
	
	
	М 86 - Skills acquisition and achievement of raised public awareness and pro-activeness in NATURA 2000 sites where a Local Initiative Group (LIG) is operating and implementing a local development strategy
	The measure includes organization of seminars, discussions, public forums, round tables and other events and their technical, organizational, logistics, thematic and visual ensuring, and activities related to measuring the effect of the implemented initiatives.

	
	
	
	М 87 - Capacity building among stakeholders for sustainable management of land/forests situated in protected areas within the NATURA 2000 network
	The measure includes the elaboration and publication of manuals, guidelines, and information about how to do business in Natura 2000 sites, as well as organization of seminars for target groups using the above-metioned materials, incl. support for plannig and development of business- services.

	
	
	
	М 88 - Capacity building among stakeholders for sustainable management of water sites and aquaculture production in protected areas within the NATURA 2000 network
	The measure includes the elaboration and publication of manuals, guidelines, and information about how to do business in Natura 2000 sites, as well as organization of seminars for target groups using the above-metioned materials, incl. support for plannig and development of business- services.

	
	
	
	М 89 - Improvement of the knowledge of agricultural producers (farmers) as regards biodiversity conservation activities
	· In the performance of soil protection activities (practices for precise fertilization, green manuring, liming, tillage, refrain from burning stubble, erosion, etc); 

· Protection of agrobiodiversity (agroforestry, green buffer strips, field margins, turf-mulching systems, biological plant protection, etc.);

· The implementation of the activities should minimize the impact of climate changes on ecosystems, incl. construction of green infrastructure

	
	
	
	М 90 - Skills acquisition and achievement of raised public awareness and pro-activeness in NATURA 2000 areas where a Local Initiative Fishing Group is operating and implementing a local development strategy
	The measure includes organization of seminars, discussions, public forums, round tables and other events and their technical, organizational, logistics, thematic and visual ensuring, and activities related to measuring the effect of the implemented initiatives.

	
	
	
	М 91 - Training for young farmers to plan and develop environmentally-friendly business in areas within the NATURA 2000 network
	The measure is related to the elaboration and promotion of manuals, instructions, information on environmentally friendly entrepreneurship in Natura 2000 sites, and organization of seminars for target groups using the above-described materials. The measure will also provide services to persons ready to self-employment or to develop their own business. Trainings in entrepreneurial, managerial and business skills will be also provided under this measure.

	
	
	
	М 110 - Training for young entrepreneurs to plan and develop environmentally-friendly business in areas within NATURA 2000 network
	The measure is related to the elaboration and promotion of manuals, instructions, information on environmentally friendly entrepreneurship in Natura 2000 sites, and organization of seminars for target groups using the above-described materials. The measure will also provide services to persons ready to self-employment or to develop their own business. Trainings in entrepreneurial, managerial and business skills will be also provided under this measure. The measure scope excludes the eligible for  funding  activities under RDP.

	
	
	
	М 92 - Capacity building among stakeholders for development and promotion of sustainable tourism on the territory of NATURA 2000 areas, including vocational training and training in key competencies
	The measure includes elaboration and publication of manuals, guidelines, information concerning the development of tourism activities in Natura 2000 sites, and organization of seminars for target groups using these materials, incl. organization of vocational trainings and key competences trainings.

	
	
	
	М 93 - Training of fire fighting teams and volunteers
	· Training of fire-fighting units; 

· Promoting volunteerism through setting up, training and organization of volunteers' teams.

	
	
	
	М 11 – Promotion of environmentally-friendly conduct of children and adolescents
	Implementation of pilot projects for development of programs and introduction of "green" education, promoting environmentally friendly behavior in adolescents through additional free elective (optional) active learning.
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	Facilities to encourage visitor use and appreciation of Natura 2000 sites
	М 94 - [image: image3.wmf] Identification of visitor pressure and studying visitors' needs
	· Study of the current and potential tourist flow  within the protected areas  of Natura 2000;

· Assessment of the impact of tourism services on the conservation status of habitats and species.

	
	
	
	М 95 – Popularisation of the opportunities offered by green tourism
	· Development of a program to promote green tourism within Natura 2000 network among specific target groups (youth, students, etc.); 

· Linking the marketing of green tourism within protected areas of NATURA 2000 with other tourist sites of national and international importance; 

· Development of information and interpretive services and materials for visitors of Natura 2000 sites; 

· Development and installation of information boards, interpretive panels and attractions.

	
	
	
	М 7 – Promotion of "Green jobs" creation within and around NATURA 2000 areas

	· Creation of  sample mechanisms and implementation of projects for "green jobs" in the development of business practices implemented on the territory of Natura 2000 network; 

· Pilot projects to support employment with a positive or neutral effect on protected areas of Natura 2000, including creation of new jobs as result from the development of new technologies and sectors.

	
	
	
	М 14 – Market support for selling products and services produced in/delivered from NATURA 2000 protected areas
	Branding "Natura 2000" for products and services; Identification, development/production and marketing of specific products and services produced/supplied by Natura 2000 areas.
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	Land purchase, including compensation for development rights
	М 96 - Purchase of land, including compensation for the right to build
	· Exploring mechanisms for land purchase/expropriation of land and elaboration of analyses and proposals for legislative changes;

· Development and applying a methodology for calculating hectares land expropriation based on the results of the prioritization of species and habitats made for the purposes of Natura 2000 network;

· Purchase of land for further flooding of old basins for the purpose habitats restoration;

· Purchase of land for the purposes of environmental protection and the application of management schemes within the Natura 2000 network

	Investment costs
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	Infrastructure needed for habitat or

species restoration
	М 97 - Building of specific infrastructure for existing sites with a view to reducing the impact of their operation on the conservation status of species and natural habitats
	Construction of specific infrastructure for existing sites (quarries, mines, hydropower plants, roads, buildings, etc.) to reduce the impact of their exploitation on the conservation status of species and habitats, incl. installation of vertical road signs indicating the random collision/crushing of wild animals; adapting the lighting infrastructure in order to reduce light pollution affecting the status of species and habitats.

	
	
	
	М 98 - Building and maintenance of infrastructure required for the restoration of natural habitats and species
	Construction and maintenance of infrastructure needed to restore natural habitats and species.

Other investments in the implementation of management plans or other relevant documents or action plans concerning the ecosystem services in national parks.

	
	
	
	М 99 - Building and maintenance of infrastructure for on-going site supervision by management bodies in compliance with the approved protected areas management plans and/or other relevant documents
	Construction and maintenance of infrastructure for ongoing monitoring of sites by the management bodies in accordance to the management plans for the protected areas or other relevant documents.

	
	
	
	М 100 – Support for activities related to the restoration of the structure and functions of forest habitats in the aftermath of calamities
	Support for activities aiming to restore the forest potential after disasters in order to support the restoration of the ecological functions of the affected sites.

	
	
	
	М 101 - Investments to improve agricultural waste management 
	· Investments in the improvement of the waste management from agriculture – manure, woody and vegetable waste, environmentally friendly disposal of pesticides and other chemichals.
· Improvement of the storage and applying of manure, reduction of emissions from nitrous oxide and methane in agriculture.

	
	
	
	М 102 - Delivery of equipment for the management of protected areas
	Providing of equipment necessary for the management of PAs, such as. office and computer equipment, monitoring materials, boats, diving equipment, cameras, GPS devices, etc., including and equipment for the management body of NPAF.

	
	
	
	М 103 – Investments to reduce the anthropogenic pollution in and around protected areas within NATURA 2000
	Development of anaerobic and/or composting plants for biodegradable waste and installations for the recovery of biogas.

	
	
	
	М 104 – Investments to enhance the quality of surface water
	· Investments in the improvement of water quality to ensure good ecological status of surface waters in coastal areas of NATURA 2000; 

· Limitation of the impact of aquaculture enterprises on the parameters of water and biodiversity.

	
	
	
	М 105 – Investments to perform business activities aimed at biodiversity conservation in coastal, marine and wetland protected areas within NATURA 2000
	· Investments in converting conventional aquaculture production  to organic; 

· Investment in equipment and/or facilities, limiting the physical and biological impacts of fishing on the marine ecosystem incl. change in fishing practices in order to preserve marine habitats and species; 

· Construction or installation of static or mobile equipment  for the protection or development of marine fauna and flora; 

· Maintenance of marine dunes via local infrastructure measures to reduce coastal erosion, the destruction of species and natural habitats due to construction activities on nearby objects, creating barriers and fences, etc.;

· Restoring existing ponds and lagoons with aquaculture by removing alluviums or preventive measures against formation of alluvial;

· Sand-bars or recovering feeding of beaches;

	
	
	
	М 8 – Promotion of green economy development in and around NATURA 2000 areas under the Rural Development Programme.
	Support for start-ups and local public-private partnerships (PPP). PPPs are needed especially in the field of tourism, the production and transmission of electricity and heat from renewable sources and/or collection, separation and use of waste from local industries, as well as this from sites operating in local transport, trade and tourism sectors.

	
	
	
	М 106 – Investments to overcome the fragmentation of natural habitats affected by human activities
	Implementation of activities to overcome the fragmentation of natural habitats affected by antropogenic activity as part of the implementation of integrated plans for urban development and regeneration, including interventions to create/restore green areas within cities eligible for support.

	
	
	
	М 107 – Investments within NATURA 2000 whenever its areas affect fishing activities impacting the habitats
	· Protection and improvement of the environment within the NATURA 2000 where its areas directly concern fishing activities, excluding operational costs resulting from the implementation of activities beyond the usual good practice and increased production costs; 

· Troubleshooting lost fishing gear from the sea bed in order to counteract the illegal fishing;

	
	
	
	М 108 – Investments to restore natural habitats affected by anthropogenic activity
	Connecting the tourist sites in Natura 2000 to WWTPs as where they fall within the agglomerations constructing water and sewеrage infrastructure under OPE.

	
	
	
	М 109 – Investments in conservation activities for maintenance/improvement of the conservation status of species and natural habitats
	Restoration of natural habitats and habitats of species through: 
· Reintroduction of Natura 2000 species, where applicable;

· Restoration of meanders and old riverbeds and reintroduction of species;

· Increase the resistance of wetlands to the effects of climate changes through the implementation of remedial measures to maintain the water regime;

· Protection and maintenance of marshy areas;
· Restoration and maintenance of wetlands, including "cross-border wetlands" under the Ramsar Convention, inc. also restoration through the establishment and maintenance of green infrastructure projects;

· Restoration of inland waters, including breeding sites (spawning areas) and migration routes of migratory species.

	
	
	
	М 111 - Investments to support the development and implementation of more environmentally-friendly alternatives of projects with a significant expected impact on the environmen[image: image4.wmf]
	· The measure applies to large-scale  projects for digging and construction of new or extension of existing port infrastructure, rail and road infrastructure, incl. preparation and implementation of specific regulations to reduce the local negative impact (infrastructure and biological barriers for reduction of noise and chemical pollution etc.); 

· Development of complex alternative approaches (eg building Ro-Ro terminals + providing connectivity with the regional railway transport as an alternative to shipping the Lower Danube, etc.); 

· Implementation of projects for sustainable transport, eg. support for the introduction of electric vehicles with low emissions to the environment, etc.

	
	
	
	М 6 - [image: image5.wmf] Sustainable waste or biomass management within NATURA 2000 areas
	Pilot projects for management of waste or biomass in Natura 2000 areas, including: household composting,  projects for utilization of various types of waste biomass and implementation of pilot projects for utilization of wastewater (domestic and livestock) for biomass production while minimizing the risk to the ecosystem functions of the landscape, introduction of separate collection of "green" waste in municipalities where their territories fall in Natura 2000 network, waste from tourist activities carried out in NATURA 2000, projects for the introduction of low-carbon practices for processing manure in the farms in Natura 2000 (eg composting, processing into biogas in anaerobic conditions).

	
	
	
	М 9 – Pilot and demonstration projects for promotion of green economy development in and around NATURA 2000 areas falling outside the scope of the Rural Development Programme
	Promoting investments in the green economy in order to increase the environmental performance of Bulgarian SMEs. The indicative activities include life cycle assessment to increase waste recovery and reduction of waste generation, costs reduction of raw materials, reduction of pollution, reduction of carbon emissions, etc., leading to the applying of environmentally friendly production processes and the to improvement of resource efficiency of businesses.



	
	
	
	М 10 – Encouraging the transition to low-carbon economy within NATURA 2000 areas
	Support for increasing the energy efficiency in enterprises. Indicative activities include: elaboration of  energy efficiency audits in the enterprises; deployment of technologies that lead to improving  the energy efficiency and to reduce the use of conventional electricity; construction works leading to improved energy performance of buildings and other businesses.

	
	
	
	М 12 – Reduction of anthropogenic pressure on protected areas within NATURA 2000 through the introduction of pilot energy-efficiency practices in settlements in or around the areas
	Implementation of pilot projects for energy autonomy of the buildings in the settlements in Natura 2000 sites, incl. obtaining energy for own needs.

	
	
	
	М 13 – revention of drought in habitats as a result of climate change.
	Pilot projects to prevent drought in habitat due to climate changes, including: 

· Development of systems for early prediction of the need to restore the water regime of disturbed habitats; 

· Introduction of alternative water supply facilities through its own sources of surface or groundwaters, when the production process does not  require the use of drinking water.
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	Infrastructure for public access,

interpretation, observatories and kiosks, etc
	М 112 – Infrastructure building seeking to improve and control the visitors flow in protected areas within NATURA 2000
	Building infrastructure to improve and control on visitors' flow in the protected areas of Natura 2000 network, incl. observatories and platforms, construction/installation of visitors' centers, ecotrails, etc., in accordance with the management plans of the protected areas and other relevant documents, and the conservation objectives of the integrated projects for sites of national and global importance prioritized for funding under the OPRG.
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